
Belvedere Infant and Junior School 

Handwriting Policy 

 

Intent 

It is our aim to encourage the progression and development of each child’s handwriting throughout the schools into a fluent, legible and individual style that can be  

adapted for a range of purposes and will support their spelling and composition. We want children to take pride in the presentation of their work and develop automaticity  

with handwriting to allow children to apply their energy into the content of their writing as opposed to the formation of the letters themselves. 

 

Implementation 

Belvedere Infant and Junior schools follow the Letterjoin handwriting scheme. As a school we recognise the benefits of the cursive handwriting style but also the need for 

a ‘phonics first’ approach to reading and the need for fidelity to our chosen systematic synthetic phonics programme. Little Wandle has its own letter formation which is 

supported by formation phrases. The cursive handwriting style teaches children to join with fluency. It enables them to develop a neat style with the added benefit of 

encouraging accurate spelling.  

Fully joined cursive handwriting encourages:  

• Natural movement  

• Correct letter formation  

• Less load on memory, aiding movement from left to right  

• Clearer spacing 

• Increased speed 

• The development of a personal style  

• Less focus on the mechanics and more on the product of writing  

• Improved spelling  

 

 

 

  



We have planned our handwriting progression to incorporate both the Little Wandle letter formation and the cursive handwriting style as follows: 

 

 To be taught End of year expectation (impact) 
Nursery Children to be taught how to hold a pencil correctly and the 

correct posture for writing – see appendix 7. Fine motor skills 
(FMS) to be taught - see appendix 8. 

All children are familiar with holding a pencil and how to do 
this correctly. 

Reception Children to be taught how to hold a pencil correctly and the 
correct posture for writing – see appendix 7. 
Use Letterjoin Module 1 (Print) to teach pre-handwriting 
patterns. 
Correct letter formation to be taught alongside phonics following 
the Little Wandle letter formation phrases (lower-case and capital 
letters to be taught) – see appendix 1 and 2.  

By the end of Reception all children hold a pencil correctly, 
sit in the correct posture and form MANY lower-case 
letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in the 
right place. 

Year 1 Autumn term – review correct letter formation following Little 
Wandle – see appendix 1 and 2. 

By the end of Year 1 all children form MOST letters and 
numbers correctly, letters are of a consistent size and 
children can consistently write on a line. 
All children hold a pencil correctly, sit in the correct 
posture. 

Year 2 Continue to teach and model the pre-cursive style (single letters, 
not joining) really focusing on letter size, orientation and 
relationship to one another. Some select children (on track for 
GDS) to be taught to join some letters but only when letter sizing 
and formation is really secure. 

Year 2 children will form capital letters and digits of the 
correct size, orientation and relationship to one another 
and to lower-case letters. 

Year 3/ 4 Explicitly teach horizontal and diagonal letter joins (see appendix 
4). 

Year 3 children use the diagonal and horizontal strokes 
needed to join MANY letters.  
Year 4 children use the diagonal and horizontal strokes 
needed to join MOST letters. 

Year 5/ 6 Explicitly teach horizontal and diagonal letter joins with a focus 
on increasing fluency and speed. 

Year 5 children join consistently and legibly with increasing 
fluency and speed. 
In Year 6 children maintain legibility in joined handwriting 
when writing at speed. 

 

 

 



Impact 

 

Handwriting is a skill which affects written communication across the curriculum. Our aim is that children are able to write with ease, speed and legibility. By year 6 children  

will use cursive handwriting using flowing movements and patterns. This handwriting should be demonstrated in all writing across the curriculum. Writing should be fluid in  

style to allow children to apply their energy into the content of their writing as opposed to the formation of the letters themselves. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix 1 - Little Wandle Letter Formation 

Children should be taught to form letters using the formation phrases below: 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix 2 - Capital Letter Formation 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

Capital letter formation should be taught alongside lower-case letter 

formation from Reception onwards. 

 



Appendix 3 – single letters in a cursive style (pre-cursive writing) 

Letters are initially taught in the order detailed below as the letters are grouped according to the pen’s route from the line: 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix 4 - Letter joins 

Children should be taught horizontal and diagonal joins. Children should be taught to join two letters at a time before then practicing them in the context of words and  

sentences. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix 5 – Cursive alphabet showing position on handwriting lines 

 

 
 

 

 

 



Appendix 6 – Terminology to be used when teaching handwriting 

 

Cursive: Joined-up handwriting style  

Pre-cursive: Single letters with entry and exit strokes  

Capital and lowercase: The names of capital and lowercase letters (rather than ‘big and small’).  

Ascenders and Descenders: Letters that go above the usual letter line and below the base line  

Letter bodies: The main body of letters, which are neither ascenders or descenders (e.g. the rounded parts of ‘b’, ‘d’ and ‘a’ and the arches of ‘m’ and ‘n’  

Entry (lead in) and exit strokes (lead out): Entry stroke starts on the line and exit strokes generally end on the line (with the exception of ‘o’, ‘v,’ ‘w,’ ‘r’ and ‘x’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix 7 – Pencil grip and posture 

Children should be encouraged to use a tripod pencil grip, where the pencil is gripped between the index finger and the thumb. The middle finger is then used to support 

the underside of the pencil as shown below. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



Appendix 8 – Warm-up exercises 

 

 


